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almost disabled him from intellectual work during a large 
part of his early manhood, and sometimes bi ought him to 
the verge of dispair. Nevertheless, it was while suffering 
from this great affliction that he succeeded with some 
help from his sister in preparing his text-book on 
chemistry, which at once made him known to the public, 
and gave him the means of support. This treatise was, 
in Mr. Fiske's opinion, Youmans's germinal book', all his 
subsequent work being foreshadowed in it. Next came 
his career as a scientific lecturer, in which he was suc- 
cessful not only in a pecuniary way but also in increasing 
the popular interest in the physical sciences. 

The rest of the book before us is devoted to those 
wider enterprises in which Youmans engaged, beginning 
with his first acquaintance with Herbert Spencer and his 
agency in securing the publication of Spencer's works in 
this country. This part of the book is enriched by a 
large amount of correspondence between the two men, 
which not only shows their business relations to each 
other and to their publishers, but reveals many interesting 
traits of character. There are also letters from Huxley, 
Tyndall and other scientists, besides many that passed 
between Youmans and the members of his family. A 
full account is also given of the establishment of the 
Popular Science Monthly, which, it seems, was successful 
from the start, and also of the International Scientific 
Series, which was not started without some difficulty, but 
which, as our readers well know, proved both scientifically 
and commercially successful in the end. 

The book closes with a series of extracts from You- 
mans's writings, giving his views on education, on the 
relations between religion and science and on other 
subjects; so that readers have before them as full an 



account of the life and work of the popular scientist as 
they are likely to need, and one that is worthy of its 
subject and of its author. 
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NOTES AND NEWS. 



A crowded meeting of the members of the Victoria 
Institute and their friends took place recently at 
London, England, in the Theatre of the Society of 
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